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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



1 -10 



1-10 
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NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



The claimed invention relates to a separating element for 
separating the bottom of an electrolytic tank from the rest of 
the tank space. The aim of the claimed invention xs to enable 
an improvement in the removal of solids from the tank For 
this purpose, the separating element possesses the features 
described in the characterising part of claim 1. 

The following documents are cited in the International Search 
Report : 

Dl: WO 99/11841 Al (Outokumpu Oy) 
D2: EP 0 005 007 Al (Recyclamation Limited) 
D3*: DE 4 338 623 Al (Spanrunft, Adolf) 
D4: DE 29 615 538 Ul (Bode, Wolfgang) 

Document' Dl reveals a separating element of the type presented 
in the preamble of claim 1 (refer to figure 1). Furthermore 
Dl also reveals the fact that the separating element is formed 
of flexibly interconnected structural elements (refer to page 
6, line 25-30) . 

The claimed invention according to claim 1 differs from the 
separating element in Dl in respect to the fact that the 
separating element also comprises at least one set of support 
members arranged in said element. 
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Supplemental Box . 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: V . . 

The problem, which a person skilled in the art faces, is to 
prevent excessive bending of the separating element. However, 
in order to prevent excessive bending, it is generally known 
to back up elements with supports. It is therefore considered 
obvious to any person skilled in the art, to apply this known 
principle to other elements, and, thus, arrange support 
members in the separating element claimed in the invention. 

In claims 2-10, slight constructional variations of the 
separating element are suggested. These variations come within 
the scope of practice followed by a person skilled in the art. 
Consequently, the subject matter of claims 2-10 lacks an 
inventive step. 

D2-D4 are considered to only represent prior art. 

in view of the arguments stated above, the claimed invention 
according to claims 1-10 is novel but is not considered to 
involve an inventive step. As well, the claimed invention 
according to claims 1-10 is considered to fulfil the criterion 
of industrial applicability. 



